
From Desegregation to Today

Conceptualizing an Equitable Framework for Funding 
HBCUs



Socio-historical Context

Reconstruction Era

1865–1870’s

Segregation and Jim Crow

1880’s-1950’s

Civil Rights Era

1950’s-1970’s

Reaganomics and 
Conservatism

1980’s-2000’s

Obama Era and 
Beyond

2008-today



1890

Second Morrill 
Act

1896

Plessy v. Ferguson

1954

Brown v. Board of 
Education of 
Topeka, Kansas

1956

Florida ex rel. 
Hawkins v. Board 
of Control

1964

Civil Rights Act of 
1964

1970

Adams v. 
Richardson

1980

Executive Order 
12232

1984

Higher Education 
Act Title III, Part B

2006-today

Maryland HBCU 
lawsuit

Socio-historical Context



Theoretical Framework

Critical Race 
Theory

Horizontal 
and Vertical 

Equity

Community 
Cultural 
Wealth

Hierarchy of 
Institutional 

Needs



From Theory to Practice

State Priorities

Equity-
Mindedness

Collaboration

Funding Policy

Vertical Equity 
(Capacity Building)

Horizontal Equity 
(Performance 

Metrics)



Recommendations

Capacity Building

• Infrastructure
• Resources (student 

and academic 
services)

• Capacity for 
innovation, research, 
and data analytics

Performance Metrics

• Retention and 
graduation rates for 
comparable 
populations

• Improving self-efficacy
• STEM participation
• Civic engagement and 

activism
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