
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2020-09 
 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 2020-08, 
declaring a State of Emergency based on a determination that the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 
(“COVID-19”) poses an actual or imminent public health emergency for the State of South 
Carolina; and  

 
WHEREAS, in addition to declaring a State of Emergency, Executive Order No. 2020-08 

directed, inter alia, the closure of public schools in the two counties where the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control (“DHEC”), in consultation with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), identified instances of COVID-19 transmission via 
“community spread”; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared that the 
COVID-19 outbreak in the United States constitutes a national emergency, which began on March 
1, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 represents an evolving public health threat, which requires that 
the State of South Carolina continue to take all necessary and appropriate actions in proactively 
preparing for and promptly responding to the threat posed by the COVID-19; and 
 

WHEREAS, section 1-3-430 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, provides 
that when a state of emergency has been declared, the undersigned “may further, cope with such 
threats and danger, order and direct any person or group of persons to do any act which would in 
his opinion prevent or minimize danger to life, limb or property, or prevent a breach of the peace; 
and he may order any person or group of persons to refrain from doing any act or thing which 
would, in his opinion, endanger life, limb or property, or cause, or tend to cause, a breach of the 
peace, or endanger the peace and good order of the State or any section or community thereof, and 
he shall have full power by use of all appropriate available means to enforce such order or 
proclamation”; and 
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 WHEREAS, in accordance with section 25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as 
amended, when an emergency has been declared, the undersigned is further empowered with 
certain additional authority, to include “suspend[ing] provisions of existing regulations prescribing 
procedures for conduct of state business if strict compliance with the provisions thereof would in 
any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for the aforementioned and other reasons, the undersigned has determined 
that the evolving public health threat posed by COVID-19 requires additional proactive action by 
the State of South Carolina.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of 
South Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and the powers conferred 
upon me therein, I hereby order and direct as follows:   

Section 1. I hereby direct the continued execution of the South Carolina Emergency 
Operations Plan and the utilization of all available resources of state government as reasonably 
necessary to address the current State of Emergency. 

Section 2. I hereby direct the closure of all public schools in the State of South 
Carolina for students and non-essential employees beginning Monday, March 16, 2020, and 
through Tuesday, March 31, 2020, unless such directive is otherwise modified, amended, 
extended, or rescinded.  This Order applies to all students and employees of public schools, to 
include state-supported colleges, universities, and technical colleges, in the State of South 
Carolina, with the exception of those emergency or other critical personnel designated as essential, 
or whose presence is otherwise deemed necessary, by the appropriate school district, college, or 
university official.  I further authorize the requisite school district, college, and university officials 
to make any necessary and appropriate decisions or arrangements to account for local needs and 
other unique circumstances, to include establishing or maintaining means to deliver virtual 
instruction and remote learning, assisting with or facilitating the distribution of food and the 
delivery of nutritional services, and housing out-of-state or displaced students. 

Section 3. I hereby direct that any election, to include special, county, and municipal 
elections, scheduled to be held in this State or conducted by any agency, department, or political 
subdivision thereof, on or before May 1, 2020, shall be postponed and rescheduled.  The State 
Election Commission (“SEC”) shall work with county boards of voter registration and elections to 
ensure that candidate filing period(s) continue as scheduled and that individuals may register to 
vote without interruption.  The SEC shall issue any necessary and appropriate guidance regarding 
the implementation of this directive. 

 
Section 4. To provide for and promote the health, safety, and welfare of residents and 

visitors, I urge that indoor and outdoor public gatherings be cancelled, postponed, or rescheduled, 
to the extent possible, or limited so as not to exceed one hundred (100) people.  This Section does 
not apply to meetings of state or local government bodies or to private businesses and employers. 
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This Order is effective immediately.  Further proclamations, orders, and directives deemed 
necessary to ensure the fullest possible protection of life and property during this State of 
Emergency shall be issued verbally by the undersigned and thereafter reduced to writing and 
published for dissemination within the succeeding 24-hour period.   
 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE 
GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA, THIS 15th DAY OF 
MARCH, 2020. 
 
 
 
HENRY MCMASTER 
Governor 

 


