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PDP Tableau Dashboards are a Great First Step



What is the Analysis-Ready (AR) file?

• Student level, excel file in a one-row-per-student format



What Variables are Included?

Student Information

Demographics

•First Name

•Middle Name

•Last Name

•SSN

•Date of Birth

•Student ID

•Institution ID

•Cohort

•Cohort Term

•Student Age

•Race

•Ethnicity

•Gender

•First Gen

•Pell Status First Year

Academic Background

•Math Placement

•English Placement

•Dual and Summer Enrollment

Initial Enrollment

• Enrollment Type

• Enrollment Intensity First Term

•Attendance Status Term 1

•Credential Type Sought Year 1

•Degree Seeking Flag

•Program of Study Term 1

Progress

1st Year

•GPA Group Term 1

•GPA Group Year 1

•Num. of Credits Attempted Year 1

•Number of Credits Earned Year 1

•AttemptedDevMathY1

•AttemptedDevEnglishY1

•CompletedDevMathY1

•CompletedDevEnglishY1

•AttemptedGatewayMathYear1

•AttemptedGatewayEnglishYear1

•CompletedGatewayMathYear1

•CompletedGatewayEnglishYear1

•GatewayMathGradeY1

•GatewayEnglishGradeY1

2nd Year

•Retention

•Persistence

Outcomes

•Time to Credential

Cohort Institution

•Year Earned Bachelor

•Year Earned Associates

•Year of Last Enrollment 

Other Institution

•Year Earned Bachelor

•Year Earned Associates

•Year of Last Enrollment



https://studentclearinghouse.info/onestop/wp-content/uploads/PDP-Data-Dictionary.pdf

https://studentclearinghouse.info/onestop/wp-content/uploads/PDP-Data-Dictionary.pdf


What can you do with the Analysis-Ready File?

• Create your own college-defined cohorts and conduct 

additional inquiries.

• Match the data to other information sets, such as early alert 

data and other predictive analytics.

• Identify student populations that require additional help, so 

your institution can strategically intervene and design early 

support systems.



Deeper Exploration with the Analysis Ready File
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SHEEO Research Using Analysis Ready File Data

• How do PDP sample data compare to state and national data related to student 
demographics (to ensure the PDP data are reasonably representative of 
national and/or state level students)?

• How do academic background metrics (math and English placement, dual and 
summer enrollment) vary by student demographics?

• How do initial enrollment characteristics metrics (attendance status, credential 
sought, and program of study) vary by student demographics?

• How do 1st year progress metrics (credit attempted and earned, gateway, 
developmental education, and GPA) vary by student demographics?

• How do persistence/retention metrics vary by student demographics?

• How do credentials earned and time to degree metrics vary by student 
demographics?





Let Users Know About Unknowns
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Cohort + Enrollment Type

• There are 2 values for Enrollment Type according to the 
PDP Data Dictionary:

• What users could see:

– Re-admit and Continuing (<1%)

• Quality Concerns:

– PDP Submission Guide says that Re-admit and Continuing 
Enrollment Types are not included in PDP cohorts



Time To Credential + Year Earned

• Time to Credential – calculated in PDP processing - is the 

number of years between a student’s earliest enrollment at 

cohort institution and earliest degree award date at the 

cohort institution

• Keep in mind:

– Time to Credential is rounded up (>0 and <=1 will be 1)

• Quality Concerns:

Year Earned 
Bachelor (cohort)

Year Earned 
Associates (cohort)

Time to 
Credential

0 0 7.4
0 0 2.7
…. …. ….



Online PDP Toolkit: http://sheeo.org/pdp

Includes:

• Guidance for PDP Adoption

• Data Submission Technical 

Assistance (e.g., Defining

Gateway Courses)

• Data Use Technical Assistance 

(e.g., Tableau Dashboard 

Guides)

http://sheeo.org/pdp

