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NEW JERSEY’S ATTAINMENT GOALS

Source: https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/2021/#nation

Statewide Goal: 65% by ‘25
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https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/2021/#nation
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NEW JERSEY'S STATE PLAN FOR 
HIGHER EDUCATION

Early College Exposure 

College Affordability 

Student Success

Safe & Inclusive Learning Environments

Research, Innovation & Talent

Spanish: https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/documents/pdf/NJ%20State%20Education%20plan_v_SP.PDFEnglish: https://nj.gov/highereducation/documents/pdf/StateEducationplan.pdf

https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/documents/pdf/NJ%20State%20Education%20plan_v_SP.PDF
https://nj.gov/highereducation/documents/pdf/StateEducationplan.pdf
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT

Visit: njccog.org 

https://njccog.org/
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Tuition- & 
Fee-Free 

Guarantee 
for Y3/Y4 
Students
<$65K AGI

Sliding Scale 
Tuition 

Discounts
for Y3/Y4 
Students 
$65K+ AGI 

Predictable 
Pricing 

Structure
for All 

Students

GARDEN STATE
GUARANTEE (GSG)
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CCOG + GSG = NJ’s College Promise Program
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LESSONS LEARNED AHEAD OF FALL ‘22 IMPLEMENTATION

Connected 
policies

Student 
input

Data-driven 
decisions

Clear 
communication

Stakeholder 
engagement



CENTER 
STUDENT 
INPUT AND 
EXPERIENCES
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CONNECT 
PROGRAMS TO 
ENSURE THEIR 
SUCCESS

 Coordinated GSG and CCOG by aligning 
income eligibility criteria

 Secured an historic increase in TAG award 
amounts that will offset GSG costs by further 
reducing tuition for the neediest eligible 
students

 Enacted a law requiring institutions to 
provide a financial aid shopping sheet for 
current and prospective students that 
clearly explains net costs so families can 
make informed choices.

10



INVOLVE 
STAKEHOLDERS 
IN DESIGN & 
IMPLEMENTATION

 Learned from CCOG implementation and 
experiences of institutions that 
implemented their own promise programs 

 Conducted multifaceted stakeholder 
outreach to demonstrate potential impact 
and build GSG & CCOG support

 Convened GSG Implementation Working 
Group of institutional research and 
enrollment management staff to shape 
implementation and key policy decisions

11



MAKE 
DATA-DRIVEN 
DECISIONS

 For the first time, senior public institutions 
will provide student unit-level financial 
aid information to the state to comply 
with a language provision in the fiscal year 
2022 Appropriations Act. 

 Data will enable the state and institutions 
to model GSG costs of implementation 
and make policy choices that best serve 
students and the institutions they attend. 
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COMMUNICATE 
CLEARLY AND 
CONSISTENTLY

13

 State promise programs provide a clear 
message to students that they can afford 
to attend college. 

 As New Jersey’s college promise program 
scales up, clear and consistent 
communication will be an essential 
element in increasing enrollment and 
improving students’ persistence toward 
graduation. 

 Working with institutions to market GSG 
earlier is critical, learning from CCOG 
rollout.
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COLLEGE PROMISE ISSUE BRIEF



Questions?
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