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Locations) 

5.4

10.4

10.6

10.8

14.3

15.6

15.8

17.0

United Kingdom

Other

France

Canada

Korea, South

Japan

Other Europe

Germany

Countries of Origin of the 481 International Business 
Operations in Alabama Percent 

New Economic Realities

2



3



4



5



6



7











Strong Start, Strong Finish: 
An Education-to-Workforce Vision for Alabama 

• Governor Ivey has established a strategic vision for 
aligning Alabama’s education and workforce 
programs from Pre-K to the workforce to provide 
for a seamless education-to-workforce continuum 
for all Alabamians. 
• Governor Ivey has set a postsecondary education 

attainment goal of adding 500,000 credential 
holders to Alabama’s workforce by 2025.
• Governor Ivey has set a goal to increase Alabama’s 

labor force participation rate of 57.6% to the 
national average by 2025. 
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High-Value Certificate 130,586 
18.37%

Associate 113,995 16.03%

Bachelor's 260,588 36.65%

Master's 143,339 20.16%

Professional 16,695 2.35%Doctorate 45,822 6.44%

500,000 Credentials Needed by 2025

1/3 of needed 
credentials can be 

earned at Alabama’s 
Community Colleges 

2/3 of new jobs
in Alabama

will require a 
University degree

500,000 Credentials Needed by 2025
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FAFSA Completion Initiative

All in Alabama
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Why is completing the FAFSA important?

• A gateway to over $150 billion in federal aid, 
and most state and institution aid.
• Alabama’s Class of 2021 left roughly $67.8 

million in unclaimed Pell Grant money on 
the table (ranked 15th nationally).
• FAFSA completion strongly associated with 

positive outcomes:
• 92% of seniors who completed FAFSA 

enrolled in college or university following 
graduation
• Education linked to higher incomes, 

better health, more civic engagement
Source:  www.ncan.org
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05/27/2022
FAFSA Completion 
State Rankings:

1st nationally in 
one-year 
improvement
(30.4% increase)

7th nationally in 
overall completion
(56.7% completion)

 
Source:  www.ncan.org

#1 Nationally:  
30.4% in one-year 
improvement

#7 Nationally:  
56.7% overall 
completion
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Percentage Change in FAFSA Completion Year-Over-Year 
By Selected Characteristics Through 5/27 in Alabama

Source:  www.ncan.org

US Average 9.7% 2.3% 9.6% 1.4% 7.2% 3.5% 3.7% 4.4%

US Rank 1st 1st 1st 1st 2nd 1st 1st 1st
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Resources for Career Coaches and 
Counselors 

• Lists of seniors by high school:
• Those that completed FAFSA application or had Errors 
• No Application

• Comparison reports by school and districts 
• Professional development for counselors and career 

Coaches
• Local and statewide strategies
• Ask regional universities and community colleges to help in 

the process. (they do not have access to student data)
• Communication for K-12 Superintendent to districts
• Direct communications to students from the Commission on 

Higher Education 
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Lists of seniors for school district staff to work from:
District Name School Name Last Name First Name Middle

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *
Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

Autauga County Marbury High School ***** ***** *

District 
Name

School 
Name

First 
Name

Last 
Name Completed FAFSA FAFSA Detail Date App 

Submitted
Selected for 
Verification

Complete Complete FAFSA Application 10/20/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 6/1/2022 N
Not Complete Incomplete FAFSA Application 2/8/2022 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 11/9/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 2/23/2022 N

Complete Complete FAFSA Application 5/5/2022 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 4/17/2022 N
No Parent Signature Missing parent signature on FAFSA or SAR 

(Reject Code 15)
5/23/2022 N

Complete Complete FAFSA Application 11/29/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 10/6/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 10/20/2021 N
Not Complete Incomplete FAFSA Application 3/16/2022 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 11/11/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 12/4/2021 N
No Student Signature 
(Web)

Missing student signature on Web 
application (Reject Code 16)

5/23/2022 N

No Student Signature 
(Web)

Missing student signature on Web 
application (Reject Code 16)

5/23/2022 N

Complete Complete FAFSA Application 11/5/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 11/9/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 10/2/2021 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 4/5/2022 Y
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 5/6/2022 N
Complete Complete FAFSA Application 1/12/2022 N

No Match List 
Match with Status 
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Public Facing Information

48
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School Enrollment (sports competition levels)
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Schools within District 
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03/07/22
FAFSA Completion 
State Rankings:

21st nationally in 
overall completion
(38.3% completion)

2nd nationally in 1-
year improvement
(14.4% increase)
 

Source:  www.ncan.org 26



05/27/2022
FAFSA Completion 
State Rankings:

7th nationally in 
overall completion
(56.7% completion)

1st nationally in 1-
year improvement
(30.4% increase)
 

Source:  www.ncan.org 27



Direct Communications from the 
Commission on Higher Education  
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Alabama
FAFSA Completion   
Four-Year Trend:

2022-23:  54.9%
2021-22:  41.9%
2020-21:  45.4%
2019-20:  45.9%

Source:  www.ncan.org

Email outreach to 
students began 

on 2/23

Growth coincides 
with emails
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Has not applied (HS Email) 

Completed- no errors (FAFSA Email) 

Errors  

Special Situation 
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At this time, financial aid records indicate you have submitted a 2023 FAFSA, 
but your application is incomplete due to the following item(s):

• 150 – Provide asset information for you and your parent(s). Review Items 40 
through 42 and Items 88 through 90 and make the necessary corrections.

• 168 – Provide answers for your parents’ martial status and number of family 
members in Items 58 and 72.

• 108 – Your parent did not sign your FAFSA or the Student Aid Report 
corrections you submitted. If your parent is not able to sign, see your 
school’s financial aid office or high school counselor.

• 129 – Provide your parent(s)’ income information in Items 84 through 87 and 
92a through 92h.

• 049 – Report a valid Social Security Number (SSN), name, and date of birth 
for your father or mother. If your parent does not have an SSN, correct Item 
60 and/or Item 64 to all zeroes. 



FAFSA 
Completions by 
School District

2021-22                     2022-23

Select Counties:
Barbour
25.6% to 86.7%
Sumter
36.9% to 76.0%
Choctaw
40.4% to 91.8%

33



2021-2022 FAFSA Completions2022-2023 FAFSA CompletionsFAFSA’s 3-Year Progression

2021-2022 FAFSA Completions2022-2023 FAFSA Completions
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2023-2024 FAFSA Completions

2023-2024 FAFSA Completions



Process Flow Diagram

Student Applies 
for Federal 
Financial Aid  
using the FAFSA 

Oracle
Compares/Matches 
data to see who has 

completed the FAFSA 

Federal 
FAFSA 

Database

School Districts 
and High Schools

ED Connect
ACHE  Downloads Federal FAFSA Data

AL Dept. of Education

Submits student data to ACHE 

Authorized staff work with Students

Repeat 
process as 
needed.

Sends participation 
and status reports 

by Schools and  
Districts

Process Flow Diagram

Feedback Loop 

Reports

Identifies and works to correct errors and  
assist with verifications

Identifies other federal (and state aid) 
that a student could be eligible for and 

helps them apply 
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Benefits 
• More students apply and complete the FAFSA 
• Significantly increased FAFSA completion for students from all 

backgrounds: low Income, minority, rural, and urban 
• Error messages are addressed earlier in the process
• Financial Aid Offices have more students with a completed FAFSA 
• Reduces duplicative efforts by campuses
• More students have financial aid support for college 
• Enrollment in college increases
• Communications with recently graduated high school seniors in the 

summer can continue and helps reduce Summer Melt
36
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Civic Involvement
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Volunteer Activity           
by Education Levels
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Blood Donation by 
Education Level

Civic Involvement



Less Than 
High School 

Diploma

High School 
Diploma

Some College
& Bachelor’s 

Degree or More

24.3%

10.2%

4.6%

Ever Participated in Assistance Programs

Education Level

Government
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Participation
Assistance Programs



Incarceration Rates
by Education Levels
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Unemployment Rates
and Education Level
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Home  Ownership
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Average Family 
Income by 

Educational 
Attainment



Source:  Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 2005

3,798,9405,254,193Professional degree

2,527,3243,982,577Doctorate

1,507,8232,963,076Master's degree

$1,111,921$2,567,174Bachelor's degree

346,1201,801,373Associate degree

270,5691,725,822Some college, no degree

01,455,253High school graduate

-304,5551,150,698High school dropout

-$478,903$976,350Less than 9th grade

Difference
Compared to

High School Graduate

Estimated
Lifetime
Earnings

Education Level

Economic
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Impact of Education on 
Individuals’ Lifetime Earnings



At the end of WWII, the U.S made a 
bold decision to invest in the future 
of its economy by providing $1.9 
billion annually to the education of 
returning veterans of the war. This 
commitment to human capital 
helped enable the WWII generation 
to become the “greatest 
generation.”

Possibly, your state’s greatest 
generation is at the schoolhouse door 
waiting for the opportunity to propel 
it into the global economy.  
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