
Better Together: The Benefits of 
System-Level Alignment 
of Concurrent Enrollment and 
K-12 Programs.

SHEEO Higher Education Policy Conference
Denver        August 8, 2023

Dr. Julie Hartley, Associate Commissioner, Academic Affairs
Cynthia Grua, Assistant Commissioner, Academic Affairs



Legislative Intent

[Provide] an eligible student the opportunity to enroll in a course that 
allows the eligible student to earn credit concurrently: toward high 
school graduation; and at an institution of higher education.  
 – Utah Code 53E-10-302



FY21-22 Snapshot

• 48,974 students/202 HSs/126,686 enrollments
• 367,233 earned semester credits
• 76% CE courses fulfill GenEd requirements
• Utah students and

families saved an 
estimated $77.7M



Students/Eligibility

• Counted in the Average Daily Membership (ADM) of a public HS
• in grade 9, 10, 11, or 12;
• GPA, ACT score, or a placement score which predicts success (generally 

considered to be a “B” average or ACT score of 22 or higher);
• completion of prerequisites if any;
• appropriate placement score for courses such as MATH and WRTG;
• supportive letters of recommendation (optional);
• approval of high school and college officials; and
• have on file a completed USBE plan for college and career readiness (CCR).



CE Course Requirements
• introductory level (lower division) with a focus on highly 

transferrable credit
• may be GenEd, Career & TechEd, or pre-major course
• must assist students in earning post-secondary certificates or 

degrees
• only college courses that correspond to HS courses typically offered 

in grades 11 or 12 
• are limited to English, mathematics, fine arts, humanities, science, 

social science, world languages, and career and technical education



Connect CE courses to college programs 

• USHE resources help HS students further explore college options:
• CE Master List – “CEML” (utahce.org) – listing of USHE-USBE course 

alignments approved for the state CE program
•  CE Advising tools (utahce.org) –  USHE CE GenEd Pathway help students pick                                                         

GenEd courses. USHE CE Exploratory Tracks help students decide which QL 
Math class is best for their future college and career plans.

• USHE Programs & Majors Guide (utahmajors.org) – provides links to all 
certificate and degree programs offered by USHE’s 16 institutions.

• USHE Transfer Credit Guide (utahtransferguide.org) – show how credits 
earned at one USHE institution count at other USHE institutions.                    
(more on this resource in a sec...)



CEML Alignment Process

Only courses taken from the CEML for a given academic year shall be 
reimbursed from state concurrent enrollment funds.
• Institution submits curriculum details to “propose” a new CE course or 

realign an existing CE course
• Faculty also compare USHE scope of instruction/learning outcomes to 

USBE
• USBE curriculum specialists evaluates for 80-90% alignment in scope –

approve, deny or defer decision
• Annual CEML deadline:  November 15
• Next year’s CEML published end of December



CEML Alignment Process/Online Proposals



CEML Alignment Process/Online Proposals



CE GenEd Navigator:
USHE



CE GenEd Navigator:
IHE Edition



CE Exploratory Tracks



USHE Programs & Majors Guide



USHE Programs & Majors Guide



CE Students Transfer CE credits

• 2/3 of CE students graduate HS, then attend a different college or 
university then the one where they earned CE credit. 
• 75% of CE earned credit is GenEd required for all 2- and 4-year degrees. 
• CEML process ensures highly transferrable courses are approved for CE.
• The USHE advising tools list select GenEd courses: 

• offered by the majority of institutions; and 
• that transfer as equivalent credit 
     at all 8 degree-granting 
     institutions. 



Questions & Suggestions

• Advising resources are found at utahce.org
• Email cgrua@ushe.edu for policy, CE Handbook, a delimited copy of 

the 23-24 CEML, advising docs.

mailto:cgrua@ushe.edu

