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“Not everything that is faced can be 

changed, but nothing can be changed 

until it is faced.”

James Baldwin 







































“The closest that conservatives have ever gotten to 

successfully dealing with left-wing domination of 

universities is Viktor Orbán’s approach in Hungary.”

“I think his way has to be the model for us: not to 

eliminate universities, but to give them a choice 

between survival or taking a much less biased 

approach to teaching.” 





• Enrollment will decline

• Public support for higher education will falter

• Persistence and completion gains will stall

• University research will become financially unsustainable

• State budget cuts will be widespread

• Investigations and political control will increase

• Employers will be exasperated and will outsource further

•  The economy will contract



The Path Forward – State Roles

• Don’t wait: describe where new funding is needed 

• Detailed economic modeling

• Utilize data systems to describe student populations

• Attract new people to higher ed with simple financial aid programs

• Meet students’ basic needs

• Remove eligibility barriers that reduce confidence in government



The Path Forward – Institution Roles

• Lean into real advocacy nationally and in states

• Oppose legal attacks with everything we have

• Resist short-term budget decisions that subvert public mission

• Be the legal defenders of our students

• Open new doors by expanding slots

• Help students access education even if they have basic needs barriers

• Encourage more civic engagement and voting









"Education is the point at which we decide 

whether we love the world enough to assume 

responsibility for it.“

Hannah Arendt
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