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Today’s
Agenda
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1. Welcome and Speaker Introductions

2. Financial Aid for Student Parents

3. State and Federal Policy Overview

4. UC Campus Practice Highlights

5. Q&A



Today’s Speakers
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Michelson 20MM Foundation
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New Law Paves the Way for Multigenerational 
Success! Now onto Effective Implementation.

One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458 5



What does the GAINS Act do?

6One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458

● Every fall and spring quarter/semester: Update 
student parent websites for on- and off-campus 
resources

● By July 31, 2025: Develop and disseminate a cost of 
attendance (COA) adjustment policy for student 
parents

● By the start of the 2026-27 academic year:
● Implement COA adjustment policy
● Update the campus net price calculator to 

include a baseline student parent cost estimate
● Establish a data field in campuses’ data 

management system to identify parenting 
students

● Collect student parent data using that field
● Report student parent data to segment 

Chancellor’s or President’s Office for inclusion in 
the Cradle to Career Data System



7One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458

• Fact sheet, web page toolkit, and sample 
campus student parent web page to 
support advocates and higher education 
institutions’ implementation of GAINS Act 
provisions.

• Roster of campus information and web 
pages

• Public Benefits Finder for California 
students

• Dependent Care Allowance Request Letter

GAINS Act Implementation Resources for 
Students and Staff

https://castudentparentalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Alliance-AB-2458-Implementation-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://castudentparentalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Alliance-AB-2458-Implementation-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nva_B2VgS6V5ulacBX88Ieknjf2hhgsLwd9ZVZmMvBI/edit?tab=t.0
https://castudentparentalliance.org/resources/sample-campus-student-parent-web-page/
https://castudentparentalliance.org/resources/sample-campus-student-parent-web-page/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-hPo4oZcpIDvue4LT_x7eLk3OU7FeReV01ofnwXG6ns/edit?gid=1059554633#gid=1059554633
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-hPo4oZcpIDvue4LT_x7eLk3OU7FeReV01ofnwXG6ns/edit?gid=1059554633#gid=1059554633
https://californiacompetes.org/resources/public-benefit-finder-for-california-students/
https://californiacompetes.org/resources/public-benefit-finder-for-california-students/
https://formswift.com/dependent-care-allowance-request-letter
https://formswift.com/dependent-care-allowance-request-letter


Research to Understand Student Parent Needs
Leverage the replication links in the Almanac to create campus-specific 
analyses.  
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AlmanacInfographic

castudentparentalliance.org/resources

http://castudentparentalliance.org/resources
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Find your campus 
cost of attendance, 

student parent page, 
and key contacts all 

in one place!

One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458

Information Inventory
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Is your student parent 
web page up to date?

One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458

Toolkit for Updating Student Parent Web Pages 
Includes sample web page, graphics, and outreach materials



11One-stop shop for AB 2458 info: bit.ly/AB-2458

Review your campus COA page 
and process

Help students maximize their financial aid 
with a cost of attendance adjustment

Build a relationship with 
financial aid officers

Use our sample policy to 
develop your own

Help student parents fill out a 
COA adjustment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vyWodX-OCi7wxJ4-CSuC_44cO6QAmuU55jOzLj5wFiw/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0#heading=h.zbuo2kjgfz20


COA Adjustment Policy Guidance by Segment
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UC CCCCSU



Parenting Students and Basic Needs

UC Parenting
Students

California Parenting 
Students



● Priority Registration:
○ Law requires, at minimum, to use financial aid to identify parenting students
○ Recommendation: Use a more inclusive definition not dependent on 50% or 

more financial support. Use financial aid + other means to identify parenting 
students. Provide multiple opportunities for students to self-identify
■ Example: CADAA, admissions application (beg. Fall 2021), campus 

programs (childcare, parenting support, etc.), caregiver affidavits, priority  
registration data, etc.  

● Resource Information for Website, Orientations and Student Accounts

○ Recommendation: Work with campus basic needs and parenting programs 
to identify resources and assist students. Direct links for outreach materials 
and toolkits provided in guidance. 

○ Refer students to free tax assistance, such as Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA)

UCOP AB 2881 Guidance/Toolkit and 
Community of Practice

UC’s guidance: basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-
ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf 58

https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf
https://basicneeds.ucop.edu/resources/final-ucop-campus-ab-2881-guidance.pdf


Cost of Attendance at UC
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27 Standard Methodology Student Cost of 
Attendance

Commuter On-Campus Off-Campus

● Survey every 2 years
● 3 budgets for each 

campus (commuter, 
on-campus, and off-
campus)

● Combination of 
survey and 
administrative data



Education Financing Model:
Financial Aid Goal

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

Berkeley Davis Irvine Los AngelesMerced RiversideSan Diego Santa
Barbara

Santa Cruz

Aid Covers Costs to Equalize Net Costs

Commuter On-Campus Off-Campus

• For students in similar 
circumstances, equal 
net cost

• Funding partnership:
• Federal, state, UC 

aid
• Families through 

part-time work, 
loan



Steps in Policy Changes for Parenting Student 
Financial Aid

• State enhanced its 
Cal Grant program 
with an additional 
$6,000 for parenting 
students in 2020

• UC duplicated this for 
low-income students 
without a Cal Grant

• GAINS Act

• Increasingly, financial 
aid has recognized 
that more 
dimensions than 
housing choice and 
income affect 
affordability

• Other examples: 
Foster youth

• Augmenting cost of 
attendance without 
additional grants 
means more loan 
eligibility

• Campus flexibility on 
how much of 
additional costs are 
covered by grant 
versus loan

Trend in Cost of 
Attendance and Aid

State Signal on 
Parenting Students

Trade-Offs in Raising 
Cost of Attendance



UC Sample Student Packages:
Changes in Cost of Attendance, Aid Offers

• Additional parent 
grant (Cal Grant or UC 
Grant) offsets original 
self-help

• Augmented costs for 
parenting students: 
• Some met with 

grant
• Some met with 

loan
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UC’s Pregnant & Parenting Students Community of 
Practice
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• Every third Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.

• Virtual

• All UC staff, students, and faculty 
are welcome!

• Share resources, wisdom and 
community!

• Contact Heather.King@ucop.edu

mailto:Heather.King@ucop.edu


The Alliance’s Empowering Parenting Students 
Community of Practice
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Convene and Innovate at the 2025 Student Parent 
Summit 

23bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25

https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25
https://bit.ly/ca-student-parent-summit-25


Join the Movement with The Alliance to Advance 
Student Parent Success

Join as a 
member

Invest in our 
work

Stay 
connected by 
signing up for 
our mailing list

Advocate
with us

24castudentparentalliance.org/get-involved/



Questions?

Contact:
StudentParentSucess@californiacompetes.org

Shawn.Brick@ucop.edu 
Heather.King@ucop.edu
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